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TO-DAY'S FOOTBALL.
GLOUCESTER v. CLIFTON.
SEASON OPENED AT KINGSHOLM.
A MODERATE GAME.
WOOD'S APPEARANCE AT HALF-BACK.
GLOUCESTER EASY WINNERS.

Clifton once more provided the opening match of the season at
Kingsholm, and Gloucester placed a powerful team in the field to meet
their old opponents.
With two exceptions the side was identical with that which defeated
Bristol in the County Cup Competition, the changes being A. Wood at
half for Stephens and H. Collins forward for H. Quixley.
Wood is the ex-Bristol player, and to allow of his appearance
Stephens voluntarily stood down.
Clifton had had a couple of practice games with Bristol during the
week, and were reported as a very useful side.
The opening of the City Club's new gymnasium by Mr. Russell Rea,
M.P., proved an additional attraction, and there was a large crowd of
spectators when the rival teams took the field as follows : −

GLOUCESTER.
G. Romans
C. Smith
E. Hall
J. Harrison
A. Hudson
D. R. Gent
A. Wood
W. Johns (capt.)
A. Hawker
B. Parham
G. Matthews
G. Vears
F. Pegler
H. Collins
J. Jewell

Positions.
Backs.
Three-quarter
backs.
"
"
Half-Backs.
"
Forwards.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

CLIFTON.
P. J. Slee (capt.)
E. F. Eberle
E. W. Baker
H. C. Hicks
G. F. Matthews
Cecil W. Baker
T. H. Butler
A. J. Gardner
E. J. Higham
R. L. Norrington
H. Gardiner
E. Gardiner
E. O. Davis
E. N. N. Sellman
A. V. Board

Referee : Mr. J. B. Minahan (East Midlands).

THE GAME.
Gloucester won the toss, and Johns elected to defend the Worcesterstreet goal. The ball failed to travel beyond the ten yards' mark at the
kick-off, and a scrum was ordered at the centre. The Gloucester forwards
heeled nicely, and Gent at once started Wood, who yielded to Hall.
The latter punted to Slee, who returned to touch. From a subsequent
scrum the ball got out to Eberle, and the Gloucester players waiting for
the whistle he was allowed to punt down the field, and following up
dribbled some yards before being stopped.
Ensuing play took place in the home 25, where the Clifton backs
were placed in possession. The ball, however, got astray, and Hawker
fielding the City forwards punted well to touch in mid-field. For off-side
play Clifton were penalised, and Wood found touch splendidly with a
nice kick. From the line-out Hawker marked, and Wood had a shot for
goal. The ball went wide, but the Clifton men fumbling the Gloucester
forwards rushed up, and Parham was credited with the first try of the
season. Romans failed at goal.

Clifton dropped out, and play was fought out at the centre.
Vears here made a mark cleverly and punted well down to the Clifton
end. A cross-kick by E. Baker was beautifully taken by Harrison, who
slipped past the opposition in the old style and passed to Wood, but the
pass was knocked on. Immediately after Harrison was off again with a
neat run, but the subsequent passing went wrong on the line. A penalty
kick gained temporary relief for Clifton, but the Gloucester backs
combining in a smart effort Harrison feinted and scored a really clever
try. Wood's kick for goal was unsuccessful.
Clifton dropped out, the ball going to Hall, who ran across the
ground and kicked to touch. Johns was prominent with a fine tackle in
the open, and a strong effort by the Gloucester forwards gave the Clifton
defence some trouble. Subsequent play was scrambling, and Gloucester
lost a good position through faulty play. Gent at length raced away from
a scrum, and Hall and Smith combined in a neat effort, but the attack
failed.
Operations were wholly confined to the Clifton half, and the visitors'
defence was sorely tried. A brilliant bit of combination between the
whole of the home backs looked all over for a score, but Hall just failed
to cross in the corner. Clifton worked out to the 25, but they were soon
sent back, and Gent, tricking the opposing half-backs with a clever bit of
footwork, scored far out. Wood made a fine attempt at goal, the ball just
falling short.
Harrison received the drop-out, and essayed a pass which was
snapped up by a Cliftonian. The latter was at once upset, but letting the
ball go the visiting forwards picked up and started passing, but
Matthews was forced to touch.
Romans changed the venue with a good touch-finder, and then the
Gloucester forwards, Jewell leading, got away with a brilliant burst.
Slee stopped them cleverly, but Gloucester were soon on the attack
again, and Gent feeding Wood, the latter with a strong run went over
under the posts. The same player failed at the easy place.

Clifton played up pluckily on resuming, but their lines were soon
again in danger. Hall cross-kicked in front of the visitors' line, and a
score appeared to have been made by Johns, but only a touch-down
resulted. Immediately on the restart Gloucester got well down again,
and Wood, seizing an opening, jumped Slee and scored the fifth try.
The goal-kick again failed.
Ensuing play hovered near the centre, but was lacking in interest.
A wild pass by Parham from a line-out was received by Harrison,
and then Wood and Gent put in some work, which enabled Gloucester to
take up a strong attacking position. From the scrum Gent started his third
line in motion, but a forward transfer pulled up C. Smith. The same
mistake was made a minute later, but from the next scrum a series of
brilliant exchanges between Gent, Wood, Harrison, and Hudson gave the
latter an opening which he took full advantage of, registering a try after
a fine run. This time Romans took the place-kick, but he failed to cover
the cross-bar.
On the resumption Clifton showed up some good work, but Romans
was very safe, and kicked well. Hawker put in a huge punt from a mark,
and Eddie Baker fumbling Gloucester looked likely to clear, but lost
possession, and Baker recovered cleverly.
Next the Clifton backs indulged in a bout of passing, but no ground
was gained. Gloucester next responded, and Harrison yielding to
Hudson, the latter raced down to Slee, by whom he was upset on the 25line. Half-time was soon afterwards called.
HALF-TIME SCORE :
Gloucester .................... 6 tries
Clifton .............................. Nil

Hawker started the second half, and play opened in the Clifton half.
Some loose forward play gave Clifton a dozen yards or so, and then
Norrington, with a big kick, sent the ball over the line, a minor resulting.
A visitor made his mark from the drop-out, and a shot at goal was taken,
but it was a miserable failure.

Gloucester, with a good forward rush, gained the Clifton half, where
the City backs handled smartly, but the defence was too good. Clifton
profited by some loose exchanges on the part of the Gloucester rear
division, but a little later the City men handled brilliantly, passing and
inter-passing with great effect. The final transfer, however, was not
accepted when a score looked certain.
Clifton were playing a resolute game forward, and were holding
their own fairly well. On the other hand the play of the home team fell
off, being very scrappy at times. Once or twice the Clifton pack heeled,
but the backs showed no combination, though they kicked well.
Good work by Clifton in a line-out saw the visitors dribble down to
Romans, who, however, effected a good save.
Pretty combination between Hall and Smith on the right wing was
heartily applauded, but E. Baker checked a likely score. There were cries
for Gloucester to "Play up!" but the City men seemed unable to settle
down, and Clifton taking advantage of the general slackness they nearly
scored through Eberle, Romans saving in the nick of time.
Following the drop-out Gloucester were again at fault, and a visitor
intercepting he had a fine chance. On reaching Romans he essayed a
pass, which was picked up by Wood and kicked to touch. From a long
kick C. Smith received and put in a bout of passing, and this was
followed by loose footwork. Parham eventually took the ball down the
line, but he failed to touch the ball down, and only a minor was given.
Gloucester improved somewhat after this, and after a spell of attacking
Hudson scored a good try, Romans goaling.
A few minutes after the restart E. Hall was injured, and had to leave
the field. Gloucester twice nearly scored after passing, and then Clifton
reached the centre. A neat effort by Wood should have resulted in a
score, but Hudson failed to accept the pass. Harrison was next prominent
with a couple of smart runs, from the second of which he put Wood over
with a try, but Romans failed at goal.
Pegler crossed again before the end, the place-kick being a failure.

RESULT :
Gloucester ..... 1 goal, 8 tries (29 points)
Clifton .............................................. Nil

REMARKS.
A win by 29 points to nil ought to be regarded as a satisfactory
opening, and on the whole Gloucester may be said to have commenced
auspiciously. Clifton are by no means a bad side, and though lacking
cleverness in attack their defence was very stubborn, and in the second
half especially they put up a very hard fight. After securing such a
substantial lead at the interval, the City men were prone to slackness,
and there were periods when the team were very much out of sorts.
Mistakes in handling, however, were only to be expected in a first
match, and it would be unfair to criticise the players at this early stage.
Chief interest to-day centred in Wood, who appeared as partner to
Gent. Wood, as is well known, is no novice to the position, for it was at
half-back he rendered such valuable service to Bristol. Playing on this
occasion with one of the most successful scrum workers to be found
anywhere, Wood was seen to great advantage, and his three tries stamp
him as an aggressive player of no mean standard. The ex-Bristolian is a
strong runner, smart in getting away, a good kick, and clever in taking
his passes, attributes which go a long way towards making a successful
half-back. For a first time Gent and Wood hit it off well together,
the former reproducing the form which gained him so much prominence
last season.
At three-quarter, Gloucester had out the old quartette, and their work
at times was of the very best. The handling might have been better,
and there was an absence of understanding now and again, but the men
gave evidence of soon settling down. In the centre, Harrison and Hall
put in a lot of clever work, the former being very tricky. Hudson, who
was credited with a couple of tries, showed all his old dash in going for
the line, but he was very uncertain in taking his passes. "Whacker"
Smith was never at fault on the right wing, and he and Hall indulged in
some pretty work occasionally.

It was stated after the match that Hall's injury consisted of a
wrenched back. It is to be hoped the popular young centre will not be
laid up for any length of time, for Gloucester can ill afford to dispense
with his services. Romans, at full-back, was not highly tried, but what
work he was called upon to do he accomplished with neatness and
despatch. He kicked a very good length, and was very safe in fielding
and gathering the ball.
The Gloucester forwards were opposed to a resolute pack, but the
City eight generally held the mastery of the scrums. For a time in the
second half Clifton more than held their own, but towards the finish the
home eight got the upper hand again. Hawker rendered useful service in
the lines-out and open, and initiated one or two good attacking movements, whilst Johns, Pegler, and Vears were also prominent.
The packing of the Gloucester men was ragged at times, and in
loose footwork they did not show sufficient command over the ball.
A week or two together, however, should remedy these defects.
For Clifton, who played with rare pluck all through, Slee did very
well at full-back, and could not be blamed for the heavy score.
The forwards, as already indicated, played a hard game, and of the
outsides, Baker, Eberle, and Cecil Baker rendered yeoman service.
Next week Gloucester entertain Bristol, when there should be a
close and exciting game.

JC

